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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer
Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT ¢ MARCH 17, 2024

Reverent Reflection

Prelude

Welcome

Church Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P.

C.

P.

C.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4- one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 4- Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Canticle of the Turning (#723)

Apostolic Greeting

Kyrie p.203
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!



Canticle p.204

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray:

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring
forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. 321t will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband,
says the Lord. 33*But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
Lord: I will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be
my people. 3**No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember
their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:1-12
Response: Create in me a clean heart, O God.

"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

“Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are justified when you speak
and right in your judgment. R

>Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.

®Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice. R

?Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

'°Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

" Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

'2Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. R

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10
>Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him,
“You are my Son, today | have begotten you”;



¢as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”

’In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one
who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he
was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; °and having been made perfect, he became the
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, "®having been designated by God a high priest according
to the order of Melchizedek.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (Lenten) p. 205

We are turning, Lord, to hear you; you are merciful and kind — slow to anger,
rich in blessing, and with love to us inclined.

Gospel: John 12:20-33
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. ' They came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”?? Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 2 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. #*Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 2 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. *Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there will my servant
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should | say—'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason
that | have come to this hour. 2 Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it,
and | will glorify it again.”?The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An
angel has spoken to him.”3° Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 3" Now is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. *2And |, when | am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself!”** He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Children’s Sermon
Anthem

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God'’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of creation,
and a world in need.

A brief silence.

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give thanks for the means of
grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the rich and complex
diversity of living things. Support local, national, and international efforts to protect the environment
for future generations.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who challenge oppression
and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, social justice, and the welfare of children
(organizations may be named).

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing estrangement, conflict, or abuse
in families and intimate relationships. Protect and comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living
in institutions.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and presence in this congregation
(specific ministries may be named). Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, lonely, grieving, in
treatment, or ill.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us (especially Patrick, missionary to
Ireland, whom we commemorate today). Grant us faith to trust in your everlasting love.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
Offering

Great Thanksgiving

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. Itisright to give our thanks and praise.



Preface p.207

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns: Softly And Tenderly (#608)
The King of Love My Shepherd Is (#502)
Let Us Break Bread Together (#471)

Post-Communion Blessing

Benediction

Sending Hymn: When | Survey The Wondrous Cross (#803)
Postlude



Sunday

Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

Monday, March 18th

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

9:30am

10:30 am

10:45 am
11:15am

11:30 am

4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
7:00 pm

7:00 pm

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Regular Sunday Morning Church Service
Band Rehearsal

Sunday School

Youth Bell/Chime Practice

Senior Bell Choir Practice (twice a month)
Instructional Band

Band Rehearsal

Chancel Choir

Confirmation Class in the Parish House

Wednesday, March 20th 6:00 pm Lenten Devotions and Soup Supper
Saturday, March 23rd 9:30-11:30am Council Retreat (followed by lunch)
Sunday, March 24th 9:30 am Palm Sunday Worship Service
Thursday, March 28th 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Worship Service
Friday, March 29th 12:00 pm Good Friday Noon Worship Service
Friday, March 29th 7:00 pm Good Friday Tenabrae Worship Service
Sunday, March 31st 9:30 am Easter Sunday Worship Service
Tuesday, April 2nd 7:00 pm Bible Study in the Parish House
Monday, April 8th 7:00 pm Council Meeting in the Parish House
Wednesday, April 10th 2:00 pm Afternoon Tea in Parish House Tea Room
Saturday, April 13th 11:30 am Community Luncheon in Ed. Bldg.
Monday, April 15th 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Confirmation Class
Wednesday, April 17th 7:00 pm Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room
PRAYER LIST

Jen Bailey
Rose Burns
Brian Byrnes

Janet Cappuccio

John Carney
Tina Carney
Sandra DeRitis

Angela Guedes

Stan Harmer

Valerie Hoffmann

Heidi Leslie

Joanne McVelli

Melanie Miles

Kent Montford

Terry Ormsby
Jim Reed

Please keep the following in your prayers for healing:

Ashley Rosser

Finn Schureman

Eric Sprengle
George Vaneman, Sr.
Marc Willard

Ryan Williams

EASTER FLOWER DEDICATION

Easter Flowers (daffodils and tulips) are now available for order for $10 each.
Please contact Pat Reed by March 24th for details and payment.

ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 17+

Dedicated by Marie and Henry Fickenscher in memory of her mother, Lillian Kleintop.




723

Canticle of the Turning
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Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: Irish traditional
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.
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Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
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Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 THOMPSON

Music: Will L. Thompson
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The King of Love My Shepherd Is

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877

Music: Irish tune

!'\, F o

0 | , | — .
Yy D ] | 1 |
(> o—— = - Z = ' i  —
T - — ~ i fl -
1 The King of love my shep - herd is, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my  ran- somed
3 Per verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, but yet in
4 In death’s dark vale 1 fear no ill, with thee, dear
Q_%;F;L’,L 4, Y J  JJ .
/b - P m r 5 P £ &
' =T 2 — NI l 1_
0 b ~ | | |
g —eetie %, % 73
J I — -
fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul he lead - eth and, where  the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
raln .
O 1 al J J 2 o J:
). et o |
s VYD = E I 1
0 | .
A0 i —— | ; .
&g —y - ——g g 2
J - [” -
N
I am his and he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial  feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.
ey :2: ﬁ - T
Qiﬂa—ﬁ : D I ! 7K
P v — : —1
1 T

6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
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Let Us Break Bread Together
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.

. e
S > M P
1] Py
' -

|

n | Refrain [ l | | . ' .
I)l,_ i’,\ DI ’ } — 4I qI B ] 4 ] —I | ]
@J i ﬂ & oo = o —o R Fﬁ i

When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: African American spiritual
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 803
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 HAMBURG
Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 LM

Alternate tune: ROCKINGHAM OLD



